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Corrick Center: Moving forward

Vol. 40 Issue 15

How do you feel about the
Corrick Center closing?

BY CHARLY HALEY
haleych@mnstate.edu

The Corrick Center was closed
on Jan. 11, with its students
finishing out the semester.
Administrators have been
working to help students
understand the decision and what
happens next.
Ted Gracyk, chair of the Task
Force on Student Graduation and
Retention Rate Improvement,
said, “We (the task force) did
not decide to close the Corrick
Center, the president decided to
close the Corrick Center. We did
not recommend to close it; we did
not recommend not to close it.
We made recommendations for
its revisions.”
While examining graduation
and retention rates for the
entire university, the task force
specifically researched the
Corrick Center. They found
that approximately three out of
four students in the center leave
MSUM without a degree and
with accumulated debt.
“I just really, really worried
about those three out of four,
who, if we didn’t do something
differently and do it soon, would
leave us without a degree and
leave us with debt,” President
Edna Szymanski said.
Administrators also believe it
didn’t make sense to segregate
academic areas on campus,
especially math and English.
“It was important to go
to the next step (closing the
Corrick Center), so that we’d
have coordinated approaches in
math and English, rather than
duplicating what was going on in
math and in English,” Szymanski

Irma
Fazlovic,
sophomore

“Classes are gonna be a lot
harder, but I’m kinda happy to
get out (of the Corrick Center).
I wanted to feel like a normal
student, and being here doesn’t
really make me feel like that.”

Lauren
Echols,
sophomore

Corrick Center classes lie dormant on Tuesday afternoon.

said. “The math department really
needs to be in charge of math for
the entire campus.”
The task force’s research
supports Szymanski’s point.
“We did recommend, and
most of us on the task force felt
strongly,” Gracyk said, “that one
of the reasons at-risk students
are succeeding at higher rates
at other four year universities
is that there’s no segregation of
them away from their majors at
the beginning, and the Corrick
Center did that.”
The task force’s job is not
finished with the closing of the
Corrick Center, and they will
continue researching ways to
improve graduation and retention
rates.
“This is not the end of the

changes at all,” he said. “There
will probably be some interesting
changes, but current students
probably won’t notice them
because they’ll be largely for
incoming freshmen.”
Some potential changes
include intrusive advising,
study skills classes, encouraging
more involvement in learning
communities and more careful
placement in classes.
Gracyk also described changes
in the admissions process.
“There is a new screening
committee specifically for
students who do not meet our
admissions
requirement,”
Gracyk said. “We are not simply
cutting off admissions for at-risk
students.”
Administrators
are
now

CHRIS FRANZ • chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com

working to help Corrick Center
students adjust to the change.
“Our biggest focus now is
about helping students move
along to wherever they need to
move along to, as they always
were going to do from the Corrick
Center,” said Denise Gorsline,
dean of the university college.
Gorsline said the process will
include helping students select
a major and assimilate into
main campus. Part of this is the
formation of a specialized team
of advisers to help assist students
with the transition.
Szymanski added that Corrick
students will also be provided
with the academic assistance that
is available to all students.
“They still get additional
CONTINUED, BACK PAGE

Kise Jean retires after 33 years at MSUM
BY DANE KIPP
kippda@mnstate.edu

There’s one smiling face
familiar to everyone who has ever
been to Kise. That face belongs
to Jean Twetum, more commonly
known as Kise Jean, and she
retired this semester.
Jean started working in 1977,
and in her own words, “loved
every minute of it.”

“When I started, I was
extremely bashful,” she said,
“When I had to get change I’d
just about die.” However, Jean
didn’t stay that way, and in her
many years she left an impression
on many students.
“My sister went to school
10 years ago and she was
talking about her,” junior Kate
VanKempen said. “She’s such a

Submitted Photo

friendly face and it’s sad new
students won’t be able to know
her and appreciate her.”
Jean also left an impression
on Kise, sometimes in a physical
sense. Every winter she would
paint the windows of the cafeteria.
Sodexho production manager
Dorothy Mellem explained that,
at times, Jean would also decorate
with stuffed animals and small
toys. She would then give them
away to students and coworkers.
“She’s very, very giving,”
Mellem said. “Not a selfish
person by any means.” Mellem
also talked about how Jean
“always showed up and always
had a smile.”
If Jean was always smiling, it’s
because she truly loved her job.
Jean said that while some people
have a problem of showing up
late to work, she had a problem of
showing up too early.
Jean’s love for her job didn’t go
unnoticed.
“Jean was always so kind,

always happy to see the students
and genuinely enjoyed her job. I
would always tell her to have a
great day and she would always
say, ‘Thank you, you too,’” senior
Justin Nistler said. “Everyone
loved her and will definitely miss
her.”
Other workers noticed it too.
Sodexho General Manager
Damian Lewis said that when
asked about her drive to work,
Jean would say, “Oh what a
beautiful morning it is out there.”
When leaving for the day, Lewis
said she would thank him for
letting her work there.
Lewis smiled as he explained
that Jean sometimes writes “Hello
from Kise Jean” on car windows
if she sees an MSUM decal.
“She would chuckle and say, ‘I
got another one this weekend,’”
Lewis said.
Talking about her favorite
memories, Jean said she always
enjoyed Halloween.
CONTINUED, PG. 9

“It’s sad for future students,
but I’m transferring out of the
Corrick Center anyway.”

Sarah
Smith,
junior

“I think it’s sad. It helped out
a lot of kids that couldn’t get
into college regularly.”
Advocate staffers now have
blogs. To read more from
your favorite writers, be sure
to check them out online for
commentary, news and more.
Rachel Leingang
rachelleingang.blogspot.com
Kelsie O’Keefe
kelsieokeefe.blogspot.com
Chris Franz
chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com
Matt Lech
mattlech.blogspot.com
Sadie Jones
sadielizjones.blogspot.com
Erica Anderson
ericaeanderson.blogspot.com
Michael Smith
smithmi.blogspot.com
Charly Haley
charlyhaley.blogspot.com
Danielle Voigt
danielleevoigt.blogspot.com
John Enger
blockplane.blogspot.com
Matthew Beckman
mattjbeckman.blogspot.com
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C

ampus
alendar

1.20-1.26

1.20 9:30-10:30a.m. Childrens
Montessori
10a.m.-2p.m. Panhellenic
Council
8-9p.m. Jersey Shore Grocery
Bag Bingo
8:30-10p.m. Chi Alpha Meeting
1.21 8:30-10a.m. Fire Up Friday
9p.m.-1a.m. Dragons After
Dark
1.22 8a.m.-4p.m. Visit Day
1.23 3-5p.m. Football Celebration
1.24 12:45-3p.m. Ben Franklin 8th
1.25 10a.m.-2p.m. Students Against
Human Trafficking
5-6:30p.m. Resume Basics for
All College Students
1.26 10a.m.-2p.m. Students Against
Human Trafficking
11:30a.m.-1:10 p.m. Deb White
– class
6:30-8p.m. Grommesh Family
– Extreme Makeover
7-9p.m. Art & Design
Colloquium
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The Advocate is published weekly during the
academic year, except during final examination and vacation periods.
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college administration,
faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor
and your turn submissions. They should be
typed and must include the writer’s name,
signature, address, phone number, year in
school or occupation and any affiliations.
Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday and can
be sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped off at
The Advocate office in CMU Room 110 or
e-mailed to us at advocate@mnstate.edu. The
Advocate reserves the right to edit letters and
refuse publication of letters omitting requested
information. It does not guarantee the publication of any letter.

International
Briefs
Kent Conrad to
retire from senate

Democratic North Dakota
Senator Kent Conrad will soon
announce plans to retire from
the Senate.
The chairman of the Senate
Budget Committee, Conrad has
been in office since 1986 but has
been ambivalent about running
for reelection since Democrats’
2010 defeat especially because
the other Senate seat from
North Dakota changed from
Democratic to Republican
hands. Democrats in North
Dakota insist they’ll fight for the
seat in 2012.

Iran may suspend
adultery execution

A
member
of
Iran’s
parliament said on Monday that
the country has suspended a
sentence of hanging for Sakineh
Mohammadi Ashtiani, the
woman accused of adultery who
was originally spared a stoning
after an international outcry.
In a letter to Brazil’s new
president, the head of the Iranian
parliament’s
human-rights
commission said Ashtiani’s
hanging has been suspended
due to pleas from her children.
However, an Iranian judicial
official said the comments were
false, and there’s been “no
change or development” in her
sentence.

Regis Philbin steps
down

Television legend Regis
Philbin is retiring from Live
With Regis and Kelly, the show
he has hosted for 25 years.
Philbin’s last day will be this
summer. It’s unclear if the show
will continue with Ripa.

MSUM
Briefs

Security Update
Interim Director of Public Safety

Mitch Osland

Combined Charities
Campaign falls
short

There was a suspicious odor
in East Snarr on Jan. 10. The
smell was not located.

The MSUM Minnesota State
Employees Combined Charities
2010 Campaign donation total is
$50,013.21, 79.4 percent of this
year’s $63,000 goal.
The campaign’s success is due
to MSUM employees who care
and stand ready to help others in
need and would not have been
possible without the dedication of
58 MSUM volunteers who cared
and contributed not only money,
but also their time, creativity and
energy.

A hit-and-run accident was
reported on Jan. 11 in Lot V-2.
There were no suspects.

Student Senate
seeks comments

In an effort to more effectively
engage in communication with
the student body, Student Senate’s
marketing committee has placed
comment boxes in a number of
locations around campus. The
boxes are located at the front desk
of each dorm, in the offices of
the colleges of social and natural
sciences and arts and humanities,
in the music department office
in the center for the arts, in the
Corrick Center main office and
at the circulation desk in the
library. Students with questions,
comments or concerns are
encouraged to fill out a card and
leave a name and e-mail address if
they disire follow-up. Boxes in the
offices for the college of education
and human services and business
and industry are coming soon.
Concerned students can also
contact representatives on Student
Senate by e-mail at stusen@
mnstate.edu or by attending
a Senate meeting. Meetings of
Student Senate are held every
Thursday at 5 p.m. in the CMU
room 205.

“Have you heard about the beard around the
head look?”
The Advocate is prepared for publication
by Minnesota State University Moorhead
students and is printed by Davon Press, West
Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2011, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for talented
writers, photographers, columnists and illustrators. Meetings are held at 2:30 p.m. every
Monday in CMU 110.
Contact the editor for more information or
come to the staff meetings.
Doug Hamilton Adviser
Rachel Leingang Editor
Kelsie O’Keefe Assistant Editor
Matt Lech Opinion Editor
Erica Anderson Features Editor
Sadie Jones Arts and Entertainment Editor
Matthew Beckman Multimedia Editor
Michael Readel Webmaster
Michael Smith Sports Editor
Chris Franz Photo Editor
Jesse Trelstad Assistant Photo Editor
Danielle Voigt Copy Editor
Charly Haley Copy Editor
John Enger Copy Editor
Jordan Jeromchek Advertising Manager
Dustin Brick Business Manager
Matt Leingang Distribution Manager
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1825 Main Ave.
Moorhead, MN
218.233.3161

409 Main Ave.
Moorhead, MN
218.287.1616

1506 Central Ave. NE
E. Grand Forks, MN
218.773.9997

517 Washington Ave.
Detroit Lakes, MN
218.847.1099

Glassblower owned | visit http://mellowmood.co

A loud noise complaint was
reported on Jan. 11 in Ballard.
The occupants were warned.
A vehicle vandalism was
reported on 9th Ave. in
Moorhead on Jan. 11. The
Moorhead Police Department
responded to take the report.
A suspicious odor was
reported in South Snarr on
Jan. 12. Moorhead Police
Department responded and cited
an individual for possession
of drug paraphernalia. The
person was reported to campus
judicial.
A smoking violation was
reported outside the west doors
of Flora Frick on Jan. 12. An
individual was referred to
campus judicial.
A suspicious odor was
reported in Nelson on Jan. 12.
An individual was referred to
campus judicial for drug and
smoking violations.
A smoking violation and
drug offense was reported
in Nelson on Jan. 13. The
individuals were uncooperative
and the resident assistants were
notified.

A suspicious odor was
reported in Holmquist on Jan.
13. An individual was cited by
Moorhead Police Department for
possession of drug paraphernalia
and four was referred to campus
judicial for drug and smoking
violations.
A motor vehicle accident was
reported on Jan. 13 at sixth Ave.
and 11th St. The accident involved
a state vehicle and the Moorhead
Police Department responded to
take the report.
A suspicious odor was
reported in Ballard on Jan. 13.
An individual was referred
to campus judicial for drug
violations. Another individual
was referred to campus judicial
for similar drug violations and
weapons violation.
Disorderly
contact
was
reported in Owens on Jan. 14. The
Moorhead Police Department
responded and the male was
trespassed from MSUM.
An alcohol offense was
reported in South Snarr on Jan.
14. An individual was cited by the
Moorhead Police Department for
minor in consumption and also
was referred to campus judicial.
A window was vandalized in
Holmquist on Jan. 15. Individuals
were referred to campus judicial.
Property damage to a light and
pole on the west side of the
library was reported on Jan. 16.
There were no suspects.

A&E
Local artists’ recycled art to benefit Habitat for Humanity
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BY LAURELLEE
LOFTSGARD
loftsgla@mnstate.edu
“Home is Where the Heart
Is,” a recycled art show put
on by Habitat for Humanity,
intends to grab the attention
of the F-M area and raise
awareness toward the Lake
Agassiz Habitat for Humanity
and ReStore.
ReStore sells gently used
building materials, furniture
and many other things to help
the community have an easier
time getting started on their
homes.
ReStore’s PR and marketing
head, Hailey Adkisson, brought
this project together. She said
“Home is Where the Heart Is”
was created not only to raise
awareness, but to highlight the

Thursday, Jan. 20, 2011

relationship between Habitat
for Humanity and ReStore.
Adkisson also said ReStore
is a huge asset to Habitat when
building the number of homes
that they do.
“There
are
so
many
misconceptions about the store,”
Adkisson said. “ReStore has
new or gently used materials.
Everything has to be in good
and working conditions.”
She uses materials herself for
furnishing her apartment.
“It’s a cheap and easy way for
people and college students to
buy furniture and decorate their
place by making craft projects
out of some of the items,”
Adkisson said.
That’s exactly what the artists
of “Home is Where the Heart
Is” had to do in their pieces.

All pieces were made by local
artists and include at least one
item from ReStore.
“So far we’ve had 22
artists actually come in and
shop, which is very exciting,”
Adkisson said.
The art will be displayed at
the Spirit Room in downtown
Fargo starting Feb. 2 with a
silent auction on Feb. 5. Tickets
are on sale now at fargostuff.
com, the Spirit Room or the
Lake Agassiz Habitat for
Humanity.
People can view, bid on the
artwork and enjoy appetizers
and wine tasting. The event is
21 +.
All proceeds go toward
Habitat for Humanity. For
more
information
visit
lakeagassizhabitat.org

Art professors: educators and artists
BY ERICA ANDERSON
andereri@mnstate.edu

The MSUM Center for the
Arts gallery is hosting a faculty
art exhibit until Feb. 2.
The gallery exhibit is showing
pieces done by professors in
the art department.
The faculty show is an
annual exhibit that displays
what professors have been
working on. It also shows
students that art professors are
also practicing artists.
“It’s important for professors
to show their current body of
work,” said Jane Gudmundson,
gallery manager. “Students
can see the work that their
professors create.”
The faculty exhibit is
showcasing
work
from

professors such as Trygve
Olson, Sherry Short, Brad
Bachmeier, Carl Oltvedt,
Alison Hahn, Allen Sheets,
Jim Park, Zhimin Guan, Tom
Anstadt, Jessica MatsonFluto, Kelli Sinner, John Volk,
Loral Iverson-Hannaher, Wil
Shynkaruk, Su Legatt, Don
Clark and Chris Walla.
In addition to checking out
the static displays, Olvedt,
professor of drawing, will
be actively working on his
painting “work in progress” at
various times throughout the
exhibition.
“The faculty show is
important because it shows
our students that their art
professors are working artists
as well as educators,” said

Sinner, associate professor of
ceramics. Sinner has ceramic
vases, a serving bowl and a
casserole dish in the exhibit.
On Jan. 20 there will be a
public reception in honor of the
artists from 4 to 6 p.m. It is free
and open to the public.
The gallery is open Monday
through Thursday from 10 a.m.
- 6 p.m., Friday from 10 a.m. - 5
p.m and Saturday and Sunday
from noon - 5 p.m.
For more information on this
exhibit, contact Gudmundson
at gudmunja@mnstate.edu.
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
ericaeanderson.blogspot.com

‘Kids’ is more than all right
Movie
Review

BY TYLER SORENSEN
sorensty@mnstate.edu

Debuting at Sundance Film
Festival nearly a year ago to
thunderous acclaim with critics
and audiences alike, “The Kids
Are All Right” may not warrant
another full review.
The film saw a wide release
over the summer and duly arrived
on DVD in November. It was
finally given its last rites at the
Fargo Theatre a week ago.
“The Kids Are All Right” is
a dramatic comedy that focuses
on a long-term lesbian couple,
Nic (Annette Bening) and
Jules (Julianne Moore) and the
family they’ve raised together
via artificial insemination. They
have one daughter, Joni, (Mia
Wasikowska) and a son named
Laser (Josh Hutcherson) – both
from the same sperm donor. Joni
is preparing for her freshman

year of college while Laser is
still in high school. Although the
family enjoys a fairly normal and
comfortable life in the suburbs
of California — Nic is an
accomplished doctor and Jules is a
fickle hobbyist — it’s obvious that
mid-life tedium has entered their
day-to-day existence. They’re
now in the slump of middle age.
When Laser and Joni arrange
a meeting with their biological
father, Paul (Mark Ruffalo), things
get exciting. They discover a freespirited man who’s good-natured,
if not a little impulsive. “Right
on, cool, I love lesbians,” he slips
early on. Laser and Joni quickly
come to like Paul — so much
so that despite their misgivings,
Nic and Jules invite him over for
dinner. As Paul gradually grows
more attached to the family, the
bond between Nic and Jules
becomes truly tested.
Joni’s entrance into college
particularly poignant. The image
of a bare dorm room with boxes to
unpack is a palpable one for anyone
who’s made that transition. People

may squabble with our younger
brother and openly defy parents’
wishes, but when their family is
threatened, they recognize the
intrinsic importance of it all. At
least, they should.
Don’t mistake “The Kids
Are All Right” for a dry family
drama. Director Lisa Cholodenko
co-wrote a well-constructed
screenplay with Stuart Blumberg
that never once reaches the point
of melodrama. Heavy moments
are perfectly counterbalanced with
more jaunty subplots. Ruffalo is
especially affable in the more
comic scenes.
While “The Kids Are All
Right” works as a fine comedy, it
conjures up issues that are much
more satisfying to brood over,
like the level of dysfunction that
comes with any family. Or any
group of people for that matter,
however intimate. We need that
baseline level of humanity and
security in a family.
To read more from this writer,
view his blog at
tylersorenson.blogspot.com

JESSE TRELSTAD•jtrelstadphoto.blogspot.com

Hailey Adkisson shows one of the 24 recycled art pieces for the
upcoming art gallery at the spirit room. Each artist was required to use
at least one piece from ReStore. The show opens at the Spirit Room
Feburary 5th 6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
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Opinion

Advocate Editorial Board
Global events offer a more
complete perspective of freedoms
With a continuously struggling economy and Capitol Hill
bickering, a look at global movements may offer an inspirational
break from the negativity that consumes U.S. politics.
Two African nations, Tunisia and Sudan, are currently in the
process of what appears to be positive change for their citizens.
The nations have a long process ahead, but the events remind
us of the power of concentrated will.
As a result of demonstrations that began in December of last
year, Tunisia has forced out President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali,
the authoritarian leader who has been in control of the country
for 23 years.
The events in Tunisia, named the “Jasmine Revolution,”
were provoked by the abuses of power by Ben Ali including
corruption and censorship. The protests began after Tunisian
street vendor Mohamed Bouazizi set himself on fire after his
vendor cart was confiscated.
In Sudan, millions of inhabitants of the southern part of the
country participated in a referendum to decide whether or not to
split from north Sudan. The result is expected to be a splitting
of Sudan, giving freedom to the marginalised south.
The referendum was successful; the international community
has deemed the polls credible and the process was carried out
peacefully. Whatever the results, the south Sudanese have taken
affirmative step towards self-determination.
It’s important to remember how privileged we are to live in a
country where rights like the freedom of speech are guaranteed.
Americans tend to exaggerate the problems that exist here and
fail to see the benefits of a stable lifestyle.
This global perspective should reaffirm our obligations to
protect the integrity of our country while remaining civil to
those with differing opinions.

The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and any submissions. They should be typed and
must include the writer’s name, signature, address,
phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday
and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
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Advocating other advocates
BY TARA SCHUELLER
schuelleta@mnstate.edu
As ice covers the streets, and snow finds its
way into your coats and boots to settle in sensitive
areas, I find it to be the perfect time to catch up
on my reading. While I refuse to get a Kindle and
prefer the simplicity of the printed word, there are
times, I’ll admit, when I find my entertainment
via Internet. One day while catching up on
current LGBTQIA news for upcoming columns,
I stumbled upon a literary treasure that made me
both very excited and at the same time think,
“Eh!? They stole my idea!”(which would have
been true had I had this idea before 1960).
While I write the sexuality column for MSUM’s
Advocate, there is yet another Advocate that is
considered the world’s leading source for LGBT
news and entertainment. This revolutionary piece
of journalism, which has its roots as a local
newsletter inspired by a police raid of a Los
Angeles gay bar called the Black Cat Tavern in
1967, has since transformed into a national news
magazine that covers events significant to the
GLBT community, including current gay rights
movements, arts, culture, sports, politics and
travel. David Goodstein, The Advocate’s initial
big investor in 1974 was well-noted for his strong
opposition of state intervention during the AIDS
epidemic in its early years, and also pushed for
the reduction of sex-oriented advertisements,
replacing them with more mainstream ones. After
Goodstein’s death, the magazine changed hands
multiple times and is now currently published
by Here Media, who is also in charge of a sister
GLBT magazine called “Out.”

Over the years, the news being covered by any
single individual has the ability to reach more and
more people if said people know where to look.
The wealth of material that The Advocate covers
is truly staggering, acting, in my opinion, as a
delightful mix of US Weekly, the Star Tribune
and Reader’s Digest. It addresses topics such
as gay discrimination suits, Charles Barkley
saying, “God bless gay people” during the CeltsMagic game on Monday and even opportunities
for readers to submit photos on “A Day in Gay
America.”
So, if you suddenly find that you have only
been loyal to your local newspaper, or only listen
to the news during breakfast, I recommend a
change of pace. As we are in the midst of the
Information Age, I encourage everyone to take
steps into actually being informed. As I have
stressed multiple times before, things related to
the gay community are NOT for gay people only
(thus the inclusive acronym LGBTQIA).
While I deeply appreciate your loyal patronage,
remember that I’m just a single columnist
and I simply cant cover everything in one of
MSUM’s Advocate issues. Therefore, during the
next blizzard if you refuse to step out into the
blisteringly cold wind and transform yourself
into a snowman in the process, take some time
(preferably before the flooding starts) to give a
glance at a publication that is both informative
and entertaining for everyone.
The Advocate can be viewed online at
Advocate.com, and subscribed to with a free issue
of “Out” included. Happy reading. Stay curious!

Saying goodbye to the
Corrick Center
BY MICHAEL SMITH
smithmi@mnstate.edu

Less than one year ago, I wrote a story for The Advocate labeled “Corrick Center on the rise” and it
depicted the recent success of the university’s center for at-risk students.
Last week the center was closed down for good due to a lack of graduating students. Despite the administrative reasons it was closed, it is a shame that such an excellent establishment had to close.
The Corrick Center claimed that it was for at-risk students but I feel that notion just added to the negative
stigma that swirled around the center and the campus. It was simply for students who need some guidance
and a helping hand. Instead of the Corrick Center helping at-risk students, it was assisting the under-prepared.
When I came to the Corrick Center in 2005, which was the New Center at that time, I was a scared student
who cared more about having fun than learning and paying attention in class. Fresh out of high school, I didn’t
understand the importance of some of the decisions I had made.
It took no time at all for the professor at the Corrick Center to make me feel like I was part of something,
part of the university despite being across the street from the “real school.” The wonderful people that I met
there made the person I am today.
I hope that all of the professors in the center get treated with the respect that they treated each and every
student with.
My adviser in the Corrick Center was the first person at this university to believe in me. Without the
positive feedback and encouragement that I received from members of
the Corrick Center staff, I’m not sure I would still be at this university.
The Corrick center wouldn’t have been closed down if every student
that went through there had the same experiences as I did. Unfortunately,
that was not the case, and as much as I disagree with the center being
closed, with a lack of graduation it just had to be done.
To read more from this writer,
visit his blog at smithmi.blogspot.com

We now offer
computer repair services.
Call now to inquire about:

- Virus & Spyware removal
- Hardware upgrades
- Software troubleshooting
- Home networking setup
- Free Consultaion

gliks.com
Visit www.gliks.com to
find your nearest location
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Nailing your New Year’s resolutions
BY MEGHAN FEIR
feirme@mnstate.edu
The time for new beginnings has come upon us.
A time where turning over a new leaf is encouraged
by infommercials and ads promoting diets, exercise
equipment, self-betterment books, and gym
memberships. Whether your goal is to lose weight, be
a better person, or just to stop picking at your nails, the
first of the year is like a golden nugget of hope.
At first, the goals seem so attainable. Sadly, life
often disrupts our zeal for bettering ourselves.
As with many troubles, this has happened to me
before. In fact, this happens to me every year. Two
years ago, I had a grand total of 33 New Years’
resolutions, and I could have written more. Thankfully,
I refrained.
I knew that would be, dare I say it,
overkill. One of my famous resolutions is to go to
bed earlier. That has never worked. Once this past
autumn, I went to bed at 10:30 p.m. and felt a wave of
pride cascade over me. I couldn’t remember the last

time I had gone to bed so early. Unfortunately, like the
majority of the college student population, my usual
bedtime is about 2 a.m. New Year’s resolution number
one: mission failed.
Another recurring ambition is to stop picking at my
poor nails/hangnails/finger tips. My addiction has
evolved. Beginning at the age of four, I started biting
my nails down to stubs, causing them to bleed. Over
time, the ends of my fingers looked like I had boiled
them in acid for two weeks. Raw, red and repulsive,
my poor hands have drawn much attention throughout
the years. Eventually, I became a dualist. I not only
bit my nails but I picked at them too. They have been
infected many times. No biggie. Then, I became
primarily a picker, which is the state I am in right now.
I am a masochist. I admit this is an addiction that I
must overcome once and for all. I have tried slapping
revolting serums on my fingertips many a time, but
even those could not stop me. Still I picked on. There
have been long periods where I have stopped this
atrocious and painful habit, only to return to it again

during stressful moments. I’m picking right now. Talk
about being too picky. Support groups for nail pickers
are not common in these parts.
As you can also deduce from this column, I have an
obsession—a seemingly small matter of importance,
but a colossal problem nonetheless. The picking of
one’s nails and cuticles and everything surrounding
them seems a trifle when compared to depressants,
carcinogens, hallucinogens and the like. But, I have
self-diagnosed my problem to be that of a “subconscious
nerviossant.”
While this New Year’s resolution is not solving
world hunger, curing cancer or discovering a way to
scarf down chocolate and pizza without gaining an
ounce, it is a resolution to be sure. The deadline: my
future wedding, whenever and if ever that may be. The
goal: to have beautifully delicate hands, so that when
we take those pictures of our ring-adorned phalanges,
I do not have to fear that Feir herself has hands that
compare to those of a gremlin’s.

Lay off ‘The Office’
BY MATT LECH
lechma@mnstate.edu
With Tunisia in the throes of revolution and Sudan on the verge of
splitting in two, the time is right for me to publicly attack a beloved
television show.
I understand that this show is as popular as ever and I’m not
expecting much agreement, but “The Office” is dead. Hear me out.
I used to watch every episode of “The Office.” I loved it. That
is, until the Jim and Pam wedding episode, which was a sappy
embarrassment. They actually recreated the “JK Wedding Entrance
Dance” video, the one where the wedding party dances down the aisle.
If I want YouTube comedy, I’ll go on YouTube.
Then came the unbearably creepy “Halpert Baby Blog.” They had
Jim and Pam (who are, lest we forget, fictional characters) take pictures
with an actual baby in a hospital room as if they were the actual
parents. The confusion between actual baby and fictional characters is
harrowing; I suggest you check it out yourself at halpertbeesly.com.
One comment on a baby picture actually said, without a hint of irony,
“I am so excited! This is the cutest family I’ve seen in a long time!
Cecelia Marie is adorable!” Terrifying.
As far as I’m concerned, the British version of “The Office” is the
best comedy of the past decade. Even so, I was a huge fan of the U.S.
version, back when it had conflict. The real difference between the
U.S. and U.K. is what becomes of the Pam character.
In the British version, the receptionist, Dawn, is faced with a
choice. The first option is to remain a receptionist and stay with
her unsupportive and manly fiancé. The second option is to follow
her dreams of being an artist and get together with the funny and
supportive Tim. SPOILER ALERT: she follows her artistic dreams
and goes for the supportive guy.
In the U.S. version, Pam has the same decision. She also leaves
her fiancé for the funny, kooky coworker Jim who encourages her to
pursue her art. She pursued it for a few months and then gave it up to
be a salesperson.
The message: You know those dreams you have? You know, when
you wanted to be an artist? Forget ‘em. You’ve got a kooky and
handsome husband! What more could you ask for?
There was an article in The Onion a while ago with the headline
“‘The Office’ Ends As Documentary Crew Gets All The Footage It
Needs.” I didn’t laugh when I read it, I agreed.

Illustration by Tate Mlady

To read more from this writer,
visit his blog at mattlech.blogspot.com
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Red Raven moves to new location on Main
BY CHARLY HALEY &
DANIELLE VOIGT
haleych@mnstate.edu
voigtda@mnsate.edu

A basement in downtown
Fargo once filled with the smell
of coffee and the sounds of
conversation and music is now
uninhabited. On Dec. 1, the Red
Raven Espresso Parlor moved
from Roberts Street to Main
Avenue.
The employee-owned coffee
shop was relocated for a number
of reasons.
Erik Meyer, one of the Red
Raven’s five owners, explained
some of the business related
reasons for the move, such as
rent being cheaper at the new
location.
Meyer also said that an
advantage of the new location
is that it is handicap-accessible;
the old location was underground
with stairs at the street-level
entrance.

Another advantage of being
in at a street-level location is
increased visibility.
“We were in a basement,”
Meyer said, “and for five years
we were running through the
thing of people saying, ‘Oh, I
walked right past you a hundred
times and never even knew you
were there.’”
Yet even with the advantages
of relocating, the owners have
had to make adjustments.
Meyer said a major change
is that the space isn’t divided
like it was in the old location,
where the stage was in a separate
room from the coffee shop. This
poses a challenge for hosting
events like poetry readings,
music shows, Artist Spotlight,
salsa dancing and comedy nights,
because the owners don’t want
the performances to disturb
people who may want the quiet
atmosphere of a coffee shop.
“It’s made us have to be more
responsive to the kinds of events

CHRIS FRANZ • chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com

Bottles of syrup line the counter at Red Raven.

that we have,” Meyer said. “But
I think being a little bit more
selective about some of it is a
good thing.”
Despite the challenges and
changes, Meyer said that the
owners do want to maintain the
same goals and atmosphere for
their business.
“We are not looking to become
a corporate coffee shop in any
way. We’re looking to simply be
a place of mixture in Fargo where
artists and poets and all different
kinds of people can come together
and just enjoy a good space,”
Meyer said. “We want the same,
good, neighborhood feel, but
there are things to change as
well.”
With the Red Raven’s
new location come ideas for
expansion. The owners have
been working hard on making the
space personalized and pleasing
to customers.
With a larger kitchen, the Red
Raven has potential to expand the
menu to more than espresso and
other coffee drinks. Meyer said
they want to eventually look into
adding sandwiches to the menu.
The new location holds a great
amount of history and character
because it was a fire station in
the 1970s. The high ceilings
and long narrow main room
give a different set of acoustics
compared to the old location.
There are tables covered in books
next to the remodeled fire truck
garage door.
There are also spaces that
are currently unused that will
increase the Red Raven’s space
for customers and events.
In the spring, the back patio
will be a great place for poetry
readings, Meyer said.

CHRIS FRANZ • chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com

The Red Raven Espresso Bar is now located at 916 Main Ave in Fargo.

The Red Raven hosts weekly
comedy nights and Artist
Spotlights.
The Red Raven Espresso Parlor
is open seven days a week from 9
a.m. to midnight.
For
more
information,

call 701.478.7337 or visit
www.facebook.com/
theredravenespressoparlor.
To read more from these
writers, view their blogs at
charlyhaley.blogspot.com and
danielleevoigt.blogspot.com

Professor starts guitar program for high school students
BY ERICA ANDERSON
andereri@mnstate.edu

MSUM’s Nicholas Fryer
teamed up with West Fargo
High School’s teacher Mark
Berntson to teach a guitar class
this past semester. Starting
off, the class atmosphere was
unfocused and uninspired but
the outcome became more than
they had hoped for.
Fryer and Berntson’s class,
“targets the kids who kind
of fall through the cracks,”
according to Fryer. Learning
guitar has given the students
a skill they can be proud of.
It also gives them a reason to
keep coming back.
“For some of these kids, it
is the only reason why they
want to come to school on a
daily basis,” Fryer said. “So
for them it is a lifeline and
helps then stay in school and
graduate.”
The start of the guitar
program was as simple as
Berntson asking Fryer to guest
perform at WFHS. Berntson
had been stirring around ideas
for starting a guitar class but
needed help. And he needed to
learn guitar.
Berntson began taking
lessons from Fryer during the
summer, working on basic
guitar skills and discussing the

future class curriculum. Once
the class got going, Fryer went
to WFHS once a month to help
teach the class.
“We usually started by
addressing any questions they
have,” Fryer said. “Then they
play something for me and I
offer advice, and then we end
by me playing something for
them.”
Fryer is originally from
Cincinnati. Playing guitar
since age 10, he has now been
playing for 24 years. He has
taught privately since age 18
and has continued that along
with teaching in high school
and college since 2002. On
top of the teaching, Fryer also
performs regularly at Studio
222 with MSUM Jazz Faculty
and hosts student jazz jam
sessions at Dunn Bros Coffee
every Tuesday for Tri-College
Jazz Program students. In
addition, Fryer composes
original work.
“I still take lessons when I
can and never stop learning,”
Fryer said. In the past he has
taken lessons from world
renown
guitarist
Fareed
Hague. Currently he has been
traveling to New York City to
study with two of his favorite
guitarists Steve Cardenas and
Brad Shepik.
This past semester was

the kick-off of Berntson and
Fryer’s guitar program at
WFHS.
“This year is a trial run,”
Fryer said. The teachers and
school board will vote on the
future of the program. Fryer
says all signs point to it
happening again.
At the beginning of the
class Fryer noted that the
students were uninspired and
unfocused. But by the last

class meeting the kids were
busy practicing and focused.
“I was blown away by the
difference in their behavior,”
Fryer said. “And they can all
really play now.”
Since not every student fits
into a group in high school,
the guitar program has given
those students a chance
to participate in music and
something important of their
own.

“Kids have a lot on their
plates dealing with family
problems, stress and work,”
Fryer said. “Music is an outlet
and can be a positive changing
force for them. It was for me
when I was their age.”
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at ericaeanderson.
blogspot.com
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SmashBurger smashes into Fa
BY MATT LECH
lechma@mnstate.edu

The arrival of a new boutique
burgerjoint in F-M is often
greeted by area students with
an excited word-of-mouth
reaction usually reserved for
new indie bands; such was the
case when JL Beers and Five
Guys Burgers and Fries came
to town. Last month’s opening
of SmashBurger in Fargo has
been no different.
The line was out the door
and into the Fargo cold
when I arrived a little before
noon, which I took to be a
promising sign. The wait
wasn’t altogether terrible,
though. It took 10-15 minutes
and I was able to find a booth
immediately after ordering.
“Between HuHot and Jimmy
John’s” describes both the
location and the price of
SmashBurger. This isn’t a
fastfood burger and the receipt
reflects it. For a 1/3 pound
barbecue bacon burger, fries
and soda the total was a little
over ten dollars.
SmashBurger claims to be
“every city’s favorite place
for burgers.” Though almost
certainly untrue, the burgers

taste good enough that we can
let this unverified boast slide.
A smashburger is flat and
greasy, a result of being
“smashed” onto the grill. They
certainly hold their own as
far as taste goes. The burger
is as juicy as you’d want
while being grilled all the
way through. Let me repeat,
though, that these are greasy
burgers; you may have to lie
down after eating one.
The smashfries, on the other
hand, were definitely not every
city’s favorite fries. Covered in
rosemary, olive oil and garlic,
smashfries are an unnecessary
over-complication of the fry.
Luckily, they do also have
traditional french fries on
their SmashSides menu, which
taste, well, traditional.
I was impressed and a bit
perplexed by the service.
Despite the busy lunch rush,
SmashBurger
management
made sure I had enough
barbecue sauce and asked
multiple times if I needed a
refill. The booth was maybe 10
paces from the self-serve soda
fountain and the offer took me
by surprise. Still, I’m not one
to begrudge great service.
SmashBurger also serves

CHRIS FRANZ • chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com

Buffalo smashchicken with an order of rosemary and garlic smashfries.

a “North Dakota” burger,
which is nice of them. Or at
least it would be, weren’t it
pretty much the same as the
“Twin Cities” burger you can
get from the SmashBurgers
of the Minneapolis-St. Paul
area (they use different buns).

Businesses opt for
text marketing
BY DANIELLE VOIGT
voigtda@mnstate.edu

Students looking for cheap
eats and a cheap buzz can look
no further than the device that
is almost always in hand –
their cell phone.
Many businesses in the F-M
area are implementing a new
way of advertising through text
messages. The messages range
from free chips and queso
from Panchero’s in Moorhead
to $2 drinks at Old Broadway.
Absolute Marketing in
Fargo has helped a few local
businesses gain popularity
from their text marketing
campaigns and the numbers of
subscribers are rising.
“Our total is approaching
15,000 cell phone numbers,”
said MacDalton Berns, a
marketing advisor at Absolute
Marketing Group.
The companies that have
marketing campaigns in the
area are Panchero’s Mexican
Grill, Old Broadway, JL
Beers, 99 Bottles, Borrowed
Bucks Roadhouse and WOW
94.7 The Bar.
One of the most successful
campaigns is Panchero’s. With
994 subscribers, 651 of which
are students from MSUM, they
have received a lot of traffic
from the texts.
“When we send out a
successful
promotion
it
creates a ‘buzz’ about
Panchero’s and keeps our
customers interested,” said
Steven Majkrzak, manager of
Panchero’s.
Students
have
taken
advantage of this easy way to

save money as well.
“Two of my friends and I
went to Panchero’s and got
some free chips and queso,”
said Ben Syltie, a MSUM
student.
Some upcoming deals from
Panchero’s include twofor-one burritos and free
beverages. They are also
looking into a way of using the
text messaging to give away a
trip to Las Vegas, Majkrzak
said.
These and other companyies
promotions help the poor
college student’s wallet stay
full.
“It’s a great way to decide
on what to do for an evening
or even just to stop in and
get a free or cheap drink,”
Syltie said. “As a college
student, these promotions give
us a chance to go out without
emptying our bank accounts.”
Another local business using
this type of advertising is 99
Bottles in Moorhead. The
new liquor store has used text
messaging to keep customers
informed of upcoming beer and
wine tastings and discounts on
liquor and beer.
“Some recent deals we have
had have been 15 percent off
any item, $2 off any Summit
beer and 10 percent off wine,”
said Rob Henne, the manager
of 99 Bottles.
They have run into a few
challenges with the marketing
campaign that they are trying
to fix.
“Sometimes we have to meet
in the middle with customers
that try to challenge the texts,”
Henne said.

He said that some customers
try to give the text to a friend
or use it on a product that the
text wasn’t for. He said he has
been trying to make the texts
shorter to fit more details in
about the promotion.
Some promotions are mainly
for 21+. Some of the companies
send out drink specials or free
drinks to subscribers.
“I got a text from Bucks that
said it was ‘Birthday Monday’
and if you have a birthday in
January you can come in and
get your birthday bucket and a
free t-shirt,” Syltie said.
Old Broadway sends out a
text every Friday that tells
about their pay-the-day taps
from 7-9 p.m. and $2 drinks
from 9-11 p.m. and Bucks sends
out a free drink text every now
and then, said Syltie.
These
text
marketing
campaigns
help
local
businesses receive traffic and
college students save money.
To subscribe to Panchero’s
text messaging program, text
PANCHEROS2 to 46786. To
subscribe to 99 Bottles text
99BOTTLES to 46786 and
to subscribe to Bucks text
BUCKS1 to 46786.

To read more from this writer,
view her blog at daniellevoigt.
blogspot.com

While my overall SmashBurger
experience was very good,
my discovery of this doubledealing nomenclature left
me with a bitter aftertaste of
betrayal.
The verdict: SmashBurger
is an above average place to

“EatBurger” in Fargo, just
don’t expect any loyalty when
it comes to locally-branded
burgers.
To read more from this writer,
view his blog at mattlech.
blogspot.com

Students participate in
theater festival
BY BRIANNA BRICKWEG
brickwegbr@mnstate.edu

MSUM’s theatre department left
for the Kennedy Center American
College Theater Festival on
Sunday.
KCACTF is a national theater
program where colleges showcase
their students’ work and meet to
experience theater together through
workshops.
“The spirit of the competition is
very cooperative,” Billy schnase
said. It’s mostly to meet people.
It’s networking.”
Schnase is an MSUM sophomore
theater major with an emphasis in
acting. He and his fellow theater
major, Matthew Englund, will
be competing in the Irene Ryan
Acting Competition.
Teams of two actors perform
a six minute package for a
panel of judges in order to win
opportunities in the theater world:
workshops, trips, to other schools
and scholarships.
Nominations are chosen based
on main stage performances at
universities. A judge comes to each
show and chooses two actors who
stood out. Those actors choose a
partner and present at the festival.
Englund was nominated for his
performance as Melchior in last
spring’s “Spring Awakening” and
chose Schnase as his partner. The
two have worked together on shows
such as “Spring Awakening,”
“Rent,” “Pinocchio” and “Rocky
Horror Show.” The two actors are
also roommates.
Schnase and Englund’s package
includes a song called “The Temp
and The Receptionist,” a scene from
“The Last Days of Judas Iscariot,”
and Englund is performing a
monologue from “Antigone” as
the character Haemon.
“(Englund) has been really

certain and he’s got a strong mind
for theater,” Schnase said. “He’s
got an accurate gauge of how far
he thinks we can go.”
Caroline Stommes, an MSUM
theater junior with an emphasis
in musical theater, will also be
presenting in the Irene Ryan
Acting Competition. Her partner,
Nick Kaspari, was nominated for
his performance as Frank-N-Furter
in last fall’s “Rocky Horror Show.”
“Since he’s the nominee, I
kind of just do what he wants,”
Stommes said. “That’s the nice
thing about being a partner is they
kind of do all the work.”
Stommes and Kaspari’s package
includes a scene from “Hamlet.”
Stommes will be reprising her role
as Ophelia, which she played for
MSUM’s winter performance of
the show. Kaspari, who played
Guildenstern
in
MSUM’s
performance, will be playing
Hamlet.
“(Guildenstern’s) a totally
different character (from Hamlet)
but he’s doing really, really well
with Hamlet,” Stommes said.
The package also includes a
song from “I Love You, You’re
Perfect, Now Change” and Kaspari
is singing “Sweet Transvestite.”
Stommes and Kaspari have
worked together on “Rocky Horror
Picture Show,” “Othello” and
“Hamlet.”
Stommes is hoping she and
Kaspari will at least make it to
semifinals but is excited about the
experience regardless.
“It’s a lot of fun and I met a lot of
people last year, so I’m expecting
to meet a lot of people this year,”
Stommes said. “I’m expecting it
to be a good time and to show
them what I’ve got and, hopefully,
advancing.”
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2011 Dille grant student recipients
Four students awarded almost $1,000 total for individual project funding
Each year the Dille Fund for Excellence Grant Awards seeks
proposals from the campus community for innovative projects that
raise the quality of education at MSUM. All members of the MSUM
community are eligible to apply.
The grant committee received 22 proposals requesting a total of
$36,049.85. They were able to support 14 projects totalling $6,000.
The winning projects demonstrated innovation, uniqueness and a
commitment to improve educational experiences for MSUM students.
Four students alone stand out, the majority of award winners
receiving grant funding being faculty.
The student recipients are Kelsey Johnson, senior psychology and
social studies education majors, Mitchell Lakner, senior biochemistry
major, Nataussja Gunasena, senior English and women’s studies
major, and Jamie Holding Eagle, who wasn’t available for comment.

Applicant: Kelsey Johnson
Department: Psychology
Project: Virtual Sexual Aggression: Real Life Correlates
of BDSM and Rape Simulations in Second Life
Award: $225.00
By Kelsie O’Keefe
okeeke@mnstate.edu

It’s common knowledge that
people are able to say and do
things online that they wouldn’t
do in real life. Kelsey Johnson’s
research will illustrate whether
violent, sexual online simulations
toward women changes these
participants’ views of real life
sexual conduct.
Johnson’s project focuses on
violence against women through
the use of a social platform
called Second Life, a program
similar to the popular “Sims”
game, except the player actually
interacts with other players on
their computers.
“In the game, you are able to
perform very violent sexual acts
in which females must consent,
i.e. a female must actively
participate in a rape,” Johnson
said.
“I’m interested in looking
at whether or not the act of
participating in these aggressive
acts on the computer changes
people’s attitude toward it in real
life. Does a man who witnesses
a woman consenting to her own
virtual rape believe that women
in real life desire to be raped?
That is the very question I hope
to answer.”
Assuming the results are as
she hypothesizes and other
correlating results show, the
results of Johnson’s study will
illustrate not only the impression
that men are getting from women
actively participating in violent,
sexual acts online, but also what

women are really thinking as
they engage in such acts.
“I expect to find high levels
of rape myth acceptance and
rape proclivity, which is the
inclination toward rape, in people
that are actively participating in
violent sexual acts on Second
Life,” Johnson said. “Of those
people, I also expect there to be
a high level of hostility toward
women.”
Johnson’s research will consist
of four survey’s given to Second
Life participants who have
joined groups that are interested
in BDSM simulations, rape
simulations or aren’t interested
in either.
Survey participants will be
entered into a drawing with the
chance to win a cash prize that
will be entered into their Second
Life account. The remaining
grant money will fund Johnson’s
trip to present her research at
the Midwestern Psychological
Association Conference in
Chicago in May.
“I think this study is important
because it looks at fundamental
attitudes held by both men and
women and how it is affected
by their participation online,”
Johnson said.
“Violence against women still
tends to be taboo in some areas
of the world and this study will
hopefully raise some eyebrows
and raise awareness to some of
the reasons it is happening.”
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
kelsieokeefe.blogspot.com

Applicants: Mitchell Lakner
Department: Biosciences
Project: Engaging Junior High School Students in Interdisciplinary Scientific Discovery
Award: $350.00
By rachel leingang
leingara@mnstate.edu

Mitchell Lakner wants to
inspire youth to develop an
understanding and enjoyment
for science.
Lakner plans to use the
money toward purchasing a
microscope camera piece in
order to teach middle school
students about the perception of
time during MSUM’s science
discovery camp in June.
“The idea is to get
underrepresented kids who
maybe struggled in the sciences
or aren’t the most interested
in the sciences and just get
them involved in the setting
on site where they can begin to
develop a love and passion for
it,” Lakner said.
Although
Lakner
isn’t
an education major, he sees

the value in making science
accessible and understandable
to non-scientists.
“I believe in the philosophy
that in order to learn, you
must be able to teach,” Lakner
said. “I’m of the idea that you
should be able to give that
(knowledge) back to people
and answer those questions
because not every parent can
answer why the leaves turn
brown in the fall.”
Lakner wants to pursue
pharmacology in graduate
school, and receiving the Dille
grant will show prospective
schools that he understands one
of the integral parts of being a
scientist: getting money.
“Every grad school wants to
create a scientist, specifically
a scientist that can run a lab
on their own,” Lakner said.
“A third of having a Ph. D. is

being a scientist. The rest of
it is the bureaucratic aspect
of it, writing grants, getting
money for your lab and turning
around and being able to do the
administrative stuff. So when
they look for applicants, they
want somebody who can create
results, publish results and get
money, too.”
Even though there are
benefits to receiving the
grant, Lakner didn’t write the
proposal with any personal
goals in mind. He wanted to
help underrepresented students
see science as something they
can enjoy and understand.
“Science isn’t just something
that you practice,” he said.
“It’s something that you live
and teach to other people.”
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
rachelleingang.blogspot.com

Applicants: Nataussja Gunasena & Kandace Creel Falcón
Department: English & Women’s Studies; Women’s Studies & AMCS
Project: Interrogating Intersections: Personal Narratives on Home and Community, a
Series of Writing Workshops, Public Performances, and Cultural Productions
Award: $400.00
By charly haley
haleych@mnstate.edu

Many people view writing as
a form of expression. Nataussja
Gunasena and Kandace Creel
Falcón want to use their
grant toward teaching people
to express their own stories
through writing.
The project is a series of
three writing and cultural
production workshops with at
least two public performances
to showcase the creative work
produced. Potential topics for
the productions include sexism,
racism and homophobia.
“Ultimately, the goal is to
get folks interested in writing
their own stories,” Falcón
said. “We are hoping to get
people involved from many
backgrounds, especially those
who maybe haven’t had the
chance to explore their lives

in this form before. We’re also
hoping to get some writers
who might like to come to the
workshop to work on some
writings that they have been
working on too.”
The project was inspired
by conversations between
Gunasena and Falcón about the
challenges that women of color
face, especially when trying to
write academically.
“If you read works by women
of color like Toni Morrison
or Louise Erdrich or Gloria
Anzaldua,” Gunasena said,
“you’ll see that they employ very
different narrative structures in
their writing. They play with
genres, disrupt linearity and
offer really a different way to
look at our experiences and our
place in the world. (With the
workshops,) we wanted to give
people an opportunity to think
about writing in a radically
different way, as something
that is possible and meaningful

for everyone.”
The Dille grant that Gunasena
and Falcón received will be
used toward honorarium money
for workshop leaders, food for
all-day workshops, publicity
and some material costs for
the final published version for
participants’ writings.
“We were both happy and
excited to receive money for
this project,” Falcón said, “and
I think this goes to show that
MSUM is invested in supporting
projects that purposefully
encourage difficult dialogues
on race, class, gender and
sexuality.”
The workshops will take
place throughout the semester.
Falcón said they hope to have
publicity out soon.

To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
charlyhaley.blogspot.com
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Photography students bring Dilworth to life
By rachel leingang
leingara@mnstate.edu

Wayne Gudmundson’s fall
documentary photography class
found inspiration and hands-on
experience in an unlikely source:
Dilworth, Minn.
Students may think of Dilworth
as where they find their local
Wal-Mart, but the documentary
photographers found a way to
show what Dilworth really is: a
blend of old and new, a bedroom
community with a small town
feel.
“Dilworth is a place that I’ve
always found very fascinating
because it’s such an anomaly
as far as towns go in the Red
River valley,” Gudmundson said.
“We have Norwegian, Lutheran
farmers, then in the middle of that
sea, you have this curious little
place called Dilworth, which is
Italian, Catholic, railroad.”
After the first class, students
were assigned to go to Dilworth,
bring a camera and photograph
whatever they found. And what
they found turned out to be a lot
of nothing, at least at first.
“But the funny thing is, with
documentary photography, what’s
different from photojournalism, is
you don’t necessarily photograph
action,” said Chris Franz, a
member of the documentary
photography class. “You realize
that, if it’s dead there, if there’s
nothing going on, you have to
photograph that, to try to show

Submitted photo by Chris Franz • chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com

MSUM documentary photography students matte photographs taken throughout the fall semester for the upcoming
exhibit on Sunday.

that aspect of it in a photograph.”
Over time, the class began
to develop relationships within
the town and found the action,
encountering
small
town
characters who welcomed them
openly.
“I don’t think any of us really
met anybody who didn’t want
us to photograph,” Franz said. “I
think that’s just another thing that
shows what Dilworth is – it’s still
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a small town feel even though
it isn’t necessarily a small town
anymore.”
The book about Dilworth will
also include an essay by Heidi
Shaffer, a 2009 MSUM graduate.
Shaffer recieved tips about
subjects from photographers
and ended up interviewing 24
Dilworth residents.
“I tried to find different
perspectives
from
the

community,” Shaffer said, “so I
tried to find people who were of
different ages, got to Dilworth in
different ways, played different
roles in the community and just
tried to make it as broad as I could
to get a good idea of what kind of
community it was.”
Figuring
out
who
the
community is was the main focus
of the project – “what makes them
tick,” according to Gudmundson

– and reflecting that accurately
through the photographs.
“You want something that’s
fair, something that’s sensitive to
what the place is,” Gudmundson
said. “But this isn’t a PR piece.
People may or may not like it,
but you do what you do. A lot
of thought goes into the whole
operation.”
Over the course of the semester,
students figured out what Dilworth
was and learned more about their
neighboring town.
“I grew up in Moorhead, so
Dilworth was always right next to
me,” said Jesse Trelstad, a student
in the class. “It’s definitely a lot
larger than I thought it was and
there’s more to it than just a
small little town on the way to the
Lakes. It’s a neat town.”
By documenting the businesses,
homes, government, schools,
churches, sports and more, the
class showed a full picture of what
life is like in Dilworth.
“The class found the place,”
Gudmundson said. “They found
Dilworth. We found the old
Dilworth and we found the new.”
The project includes a book
that will be published by June,
an exhibit at the Dilworth
Community Center and a benefit
spaghetti feed for a former
resident, Chris Loe, on Jan. 23
from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m., also at the
Dilworth Community Center.
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
rachelleingang.blogspot.com

Submitted photo by Jesse Trelstad • jtrelstadphoto.blogspot.com

MSUM documentary photography students documented the older part of town,
south of the tracks, called ‘Little Italy.’

Are college students your target?

Want to reach them with
ease and aﬀordability?

Submitted photo by Chris Franz • chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com

MSUM documentary photography students documented the DGF Legion baseball team this summer as part of the
upcoming exhibit on Sunday.
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“It was so much fun,” she said,
“One year a boy come streaking in
as fast as he could and everybody
roared.”
Jean repeatedly talked about
how she misses her job, and mentioned that she sometimes looks at
the clock and thinks about what she

would be doing if she was still at
work. Jean also said she misses the
other workers and students a lot.
While speaking of the students she
said, “I do really miss them. There
wasn’t anyone I would think,
please don’t come into my line.”
No one needs to worry about her

keeping busy though. Jean stays
close with her family, including
her siblings and children and visits
them when she can. Jean is also
planning a vacation in February.
Jean will be missed by students
as much as she misses them. Junior
Katie Winter said, “She’s such a
sweetheart. One of the highlights
of MSUM and I’m really sad she
retired.”
Any other students that miss
Jean will be excited to know that
Jan. 31 is her birthday, and Kise
hopes to celebrate it with a going
away party for the much beloved
birthday girl.
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Football names coaching finalists

Candidates speak on campus throughout the week
BY MICHAEL SMITH
smithmi@mnstate.edu

The
MSUM
Athletics
Department has narrowed down
the candidates for the football
head coaching position to four.
The finalist will be speaking to
community and media members
on campus throughout the week
in Nemzek Hall, room 150 from
3:15 - 4 p.m.
Steve Laqua, current head
football coach of Fargo Shanley
and finalist for the coaching
position, spoke on Tuesday.
“I honestly believe that this is
a great opportunity to succeed,”
Laqua said. “I’m a local guy that
grew up in this area. I want to see
this program be successful. They
know me, they know what they are
going to get.”
Laqua was named North Dakota
Class AA Coach of the Year twice
as he led Fargo Shanley to backto-back state championships in
2009 and 2010. Before coming
to Shanley, Laqua served as the
coach for running backs, tight
ends and punt team coach at North
Dakota State University. He is also
familiar with the conference after
he spent time at the University of
Minnesota at Crookston.
“This conference is at the top
of Division II as far as quality,”
Laqua said. “We need to be smart
and strategic and look at what
teams we want to surpass first. It is

CHRIS FRANZ • chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com

Members of the local media and MSUM community gathered in Nemzek to hear football coaching finalist Steve Laqua speak on Tuesday.

an incremental process.”
If Laqua is offered the job it is
unclear at this time if he will retain
any members of the current staff or
what members from his staff will
accompany him to MSUM.

“There are people that I have
talked to that are very interesting in
coming aboard and helping out,”
Laqua said. “That is part of my
applying for this job, knowing that
it’s not just me getting into this on

my own but that there would be a
team effort involved.”
With signing day for athletes
just around the corner, whoever
takes over will have a monumental
task ahead of them when it comes
to recruiting.
“It is critical that in our recruiting
efforts, we win this 150-mile
recruiting radius,” Laqua said.
“There has to be a huge emphasis
on reconnecting with the coaches
and the players in this area along
with the alumni. There are quality
available Division II players that
are still out there that for whatever
reason have not been recognized. I
really believe that there is a chance
to still get a great recruiting class.”
Other than Laqua, MSUM has
three other finalists for the position.
Russell Martin, University of
Nebraska-Kearney
offensive
coordinator for the last six seasons,

is set to speak on Wednesday.
Tyler Fenwick will have his
time in the spotlight on Thursday.
Fenwick is the offensive
coordinator for Missouri Western
State. He has spent time on the
Dragons sideline serving as
MSUM offensive coordinator in
2006, when the team posted a 6-5
record, the only winning record in
over a decade.
The last finalist to speak
is Aaron Vlcko, offensive
coordinator for the University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point, who
will visit campus on Friday. Vlcko
has spent time in the Northern
Sun Intercollegiate Conference
as the offensive coordinator for
Bemidji State leading the Beavers
to a 47-38 record in seven seasons.
To read more from this
writer, view his blog at
smithmi.blogspot.com
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Basketball rides wave of confidence into homestand
BY MICHAEL SMITH
smithmi@mnstate.edu

After a big road victory, the
men’s basketball team returns
home for three conference
games starting this weekend with
Alumni Night on Friday.
The team is riding a wave
of confidence after defeating
Winona State, which was ranked
No. 21 at the time, 95-87 on
Saturday. This is the first win
over a ranked opponent for new
head coach Chad Walthall.
“That win made the road trip
a little sweeter,” Walthall said.
“I was really happy for our guys,
they played extremely hard and
extremely well.”
Sophomore Alex Novak had
a monster game against Winona
grabbing a career-high 21
rebounds to go with his 18 points
and two blocks.
Novak has moved into second
place on the Dragons all-time
list for blocked shots with 99.
The 6-foot-8-inch forward is
averaging a triple-double for
the season with 10.1 points, 10.6
rebounds and 10.9 blocks per
game.
“Alex has really done a nice job
for us this year,” Walthall said.
“He gives us a good defensive
and rebounding presence. He has
improved tremendously as far as
offensive skill development. He
has done everything we expected
and more.”
As a sophomore, Novak will
have time to grow in coach
Walthall’s system.
“Alex is continuing to find out
how good he can be,” Walthall
said. “The more experiences he
gets in game situations the more
he will have an edge.”
The Dragons have to move
past their big win as Concordia,
St. Paul and St. Cloud State,
both Northern Sun Intercollegiate
conference members travel to
MSUM.
“Anytime you get to come
back and play for the weekend
at home, it not only eliminated
the travel part of it but you are
playing in front of your own
people which always helps,”

CHRIS FRANZ • chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com

The men’s basketball team beat their first ranked opponent for first-year coach Chad Walthall on Saturday.

Walthall said. “(They are both)
very good offensive teams. They
are teams that like to run and
get up and down the floor. It is
really going to be important that
we stop them in their full-court
transitions and get it into a halfcourt game. They are both teams
that are higher than us in the
league, so we could certainly help
ourselves.”
With no seniors on the team it
is up to every member of the club
to pitch in.
“We are not a team that
have a bunch of star power,”
Walthall said. “We are a team
that collectively, if we are on the
same page, can do a lot of good
things.”
To read more from this
writer, view his blog at
smithmi.blogspot.com
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Please contact sports editor Michael Smith at smithmimnstate.edu
if you or someone you know participates in a non-traditional sport
and would be interested in a story.
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Extreme Makeover family comes to campus Jan. 26
BY ANDREW JASON
jasonan@mnstate.edu

Millions of people saw them on
national TV a couple weeks ago,
and now anybody at MSUM can
hear the Grommeshes speak in the
CMU ballroom on Jan. 26 from
6:30 - 8 p.m.
The Grommeshes were the
recipients of a new house courtesy
of “Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition.”
The Grommesh family will
be speaking on their experience
with the show and also about
their organization, Hope Inc. This
organization provides sports and
recreation for children and young
adults who are wheelchair-bound.
“We play baseball, hockey,
go downhill skiing,” Adair

The Grommeshes’ new home

Grommesh said. “We had a
fashion show in November. We
do a lot of things typical kids

NATHAN BERGESON • The Advocate

do, but now these kids who are
in wheelchairs are able to enjoy
them too.”

The Grommeshes will be
speaking on a wide variety of
subjects and will answer any
questions from the audience.
“This event is a great
opportunity for students and
community members to get an
inside perspective on the positive
community efforts that are
bettering families and anyone
involved,” said Megan Nitschke,
speaker coordinator of Dragon
Entertainment Group.
Adair, Bill, Peighton and
Garrett will talk about how they
felt when they heard the news,
when they finally saw the house
and behind the scenes details, for
example only being able to be in
the Bahamas for three days.
“More people win the lottery

then get on ‘Extreme Makeover,’”
Adair said. “We feel truly
blessed.”
Anybody wanting to get
involved with Hope Inc. is welcome too. The organization is
always looking for donations and
volunteers. To contact Adair, the
coordinator, either e-mail her at
agrommesh@cableone.net or call
her at 701.866.9002.
One way to raise money is
by running any of the Fargo
marathon events for Hope Inc.
“It’s a great way to stay
motivated and run for a great
cause,” Adair said.
More information can be found
about Hope Inc at its website,
www.hopeinconline.org.

Faculty work to find new positions within MSUM
Contnued from front page

support if they need it,” she said.
“They have the advisers, and they
actually can participate in some
things that they couldn’t before
like the math lab, and so there are
some good opportunities.”
Gorsline agreed.
“I really think it becomes very
comparable to the rest (of the
students),” she said. “People need
different assistance in different
areas, and we’ll make sure that
assistance is there.”
There are no plans to develop
a new learning community for
incoming students that would
have been eligible for the Corrick
Center. Gosline said the students
will be encouraged to join existing
learning communities, especially
the communities specifically for
undeclared students.
“We’re trying to not have
segregation,” Gorsline said,
“because we know that

integration is one of the key steps
to success.”
The decision to close the
Corrick Center has not only
affected students, but also faculty.
“There’s a process we go
through,” Gorsline said. “They’re
all part of a union that looks
after them, and by their contract
protects their rights, and we’re
following that process. It’s the
same process that any faculty
member would go through if their
job situation changed.”
The Corrick Center faculty can
select areas on campus that they’re
interested in and qualified to
teach in, submit their credentials
to those departments and the
dean, who will look at the request
and submit it to Szymanski with
recommendations.
“The president makes the final
decision on where people will
go,” said Gary Nickell, interim

director for the Corrick Center. “I
expect that most of (the Corrick
faculty), if not all of them will
get rerostered, but there’s no
guarantee. But then, there’s no
guarantee for anyone’s position.”
However, Nickell did say that
based on the union contract,
everyone’s jobs are secure til the
end of the year.
“That always gives people
some protection,” he said.
Szymanski said there will be
more information on what will
happen to the Corrick faculty
in a few weeks, but she’s not
expecting everything to be over
until March.
While there is still some
disagreement on whether or not
closing the Corrick Center was
right, it seems unanimous among
administrators to move forward
with the decision.
“I support going forward at this

point,” Nickell said, “because
I don’t think we’re going
backwards. I don’t think that
President Edna is going to change
her mind at this point. So while I
didn’t want the program to close,
I have to support the decision; I
have to support the faculty and
the students.”
Szymanski reiterated that she
believes it is the right decision.
“It may be painful for them
right now,” Szymanski said, “but
I honestly believe that the changes
we’ve made for the students
this year will help them, either
to succeed here, or, if they’re
not going to, to identify that
sooner so that they can succeed
somewhere.”
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
charlyhaley.blogspot.com
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